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HOUSE of COMMONS, 
GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
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5 Venerii, 30" die Juli, 1784. 
GEDEARED . 
HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to 
1 the Reverend Dr. George Pretyman, Prebendary 
of the Collegiate Church of Saint Peter, Weſtminſter, 
for the Sermon by him. preached Yeſterday, before 
this Houſe, at Saint Margaret's, Weſtminſter, and that 
he be deſired to print the ſame ;.and that Mz. CHAN 
CELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER andMR.W1LBERFORCE | 
do acquaint him therewith. . 
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Preached ben HONOURABLI 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 
s r. MARGARET, WESTMINSTER 


THURSDAY, JULY 29, 1784 
Brin the Day appointed, by His Majzery' 8 Proclamation, 
"FOR A 


GENERAL THANKSGIVING, 


| „ 
＋ 8 Tom VS 


GEORGE PRETYMAN, D. D. 


FEEFETD AWE OF "WESTMINSTER, 


LOND ON: 
PRINTED FOR B WHITE, FLERT-STREET:. 
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 COLOSSIANS iv. 2. 
CONTINUE IN PRAYER,” AND WATCH IN THE 


SAE WITH THANKSGIVING, 


T is an opinion, founded upon the teſtimony of 
+ hiſtory, and confirmed by the experience of mo- 


dern times, that the inſtitution of ſome religious 
- worſhip has ſubſiſted in every nation. The proofs of 
the exiſtence of ſome over-ruling Power are at once 
ſo obvious and ſo cogent; that they ſeize the attention 
of the uncivilized ſavage, and extort alſent from the 
cavilling ſceptic. As the conſciouſneſs of their own 
rigs! 5 ES Eriltence, 


11 
exiſtence, and the intuitive conviction that this exiſt- 
ence muſt originate from ſome extraneous cauſe, Pro- 

bably firſt ſuggeſted to mankind the idea of a God; 
ſo the frequent dangers and diſtreſſes to which this 
life has ever been expoſed, naturally induced men to 
offer u p prayers and ſupplications to thoſe deities, 

whom they thought the authors of their being, and 
governors of the univerſe. They believed that thoſe 
who called them into exiſtence, and were the diſ- 
poſers of all human events, could avert impending 


calamities, or remove oppreſſive evils; that the God 
of War could give them ſueceſs in battle, and that he 


who ruled the raging of the fea could procure them'a 


ſafe voyage. Conſcious of their -own weak and de- 
_ pendent: ſtate, they applied, as they thought, to the 
hoc of power, and entreated the aſſiſtance of their 
deities by thoſe mearis which they judged moſt likely 
to prevail. Nor did they vainly arrogate to them - 
ſelves the merit of good fortune; they attributes 
their 
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1 
their ſocceſs net to. the proweſs of their own arms, 
an the. wilder of thei. own. counſels, but — 


af Heaven. Calamities alſo, whether „ to a 

Whale community, or confined te individuals, were 
conſtantiy imputed to the reſentment of ſome offended. | 
god, excited by a diſdainful negle& of imploring his 
protection, or an impious omiſſion of à propitiatory 
ſacrifice. The Grecian oraters and hiſtorians, recit- 
ing with exultation the glories and vidtories of their 
nation, aſſign the firſt praiſe to the aſſiſtance of their 
gods, and the ſecond to the bravery of their coun- 
trymen * and the haughty Romans, who fancied 
their city to be the deſtined miſtreſs of the world, 
upon the news of any ſignal ſucceſs in war, or upon 
the deliverance from any national evil, invariabiy 
decreed a general thapkſgiying and ſupplication at 
the ſhrines of all their numerous deities. Nor was 
— thing, in all the wiſe and excellent inſtitu- 


tions 


C BE 
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tions of that wonderful republic; which more deſerves 
our attention, or which-/tended more to raiſe and 
preſerve its greatneſs; than the conſtant care of its 
government to keep alive in the People a ſenſe of 
religion, to a degree in which T queſtion; whether it 

has ever exiſted i in any: other nation. .- 1 : 


þ War, we read that the heathen-never engaged. 
in any buſineſs of the leaſt importance without firſt 
imploring the protection of their gods, and that they- 
were equally attentive in acknowledging their inter- 
poſition, we cannot but admire their piety, although 
we have ample reaſon to condemn the monſtrous 
enormities with which their religion abounded. The 
applauſe which we beſtow upon their devotion and 
| gratitude, ſo eminently diſplayed in their frequent 


prayers and thankſgivings, ſerves only to make us 
the more regret the imperfection and inconſiſtency of ; 
human reaſon, when we reflect upon the fooliſh doc- 


: 
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„ 
trines and wicked abſurdities of their mythology 
doctrines which refute themſelves, abſurdities | which 

would diſgrace the moſt ignorant and uncivilized 

people. But however defective and blameable their 
religion may be in other reſpects, the private vows 
and ſupplications of individuals, and the public ſacri- 
fices and oblations which perpetually occur in Roman 
and Grecian authors, ſufficiently indicate that thoſe 
two celebrated nations of antiquity believed in the | 
efficacy of prayer, and that they were by no meant 5 
ſtrangers to the duty of e 


; Tur Hebrews, even in the infancy of their ate, | 
had an eſtabliſhed liturgy ; ; and though the Jews are 
now diſperſed over the face of the whole earth, yet there 
are certain prayers, extracted from this original form 
of worſhip, which make a part of the religion of every 
modern ſynagogue, The peace-offerings, which are 
ſo frequently mentioned in the Old Teſtament, were 
. B preſented 


© 


[ w ] 
preſented either in the name of the whole congrega- 
tion, or by particular perſons, as grateful acknow- 
ledgments for mercies received; and public thankſ- 
givings to Almighty God were cuſtomary among 


them, upon any ſignal mark of his favour. 


Tr1s univerſal prevalence of prayer and thankſ- 
giving, in every age and in every country, incon- 
teſtably evinces the reaſonableneſs of thoſe duties, that 
they are ſuggeſted to us by the dictates of nature, and 
engraven upon our hearts at their original formation: 
but though adopted by every ſect, and eſſential parts 
of every religion, they were by no means under- 
ſtood in their full extent and genuine purity, un- 
til the author and finiſher of our Faith conde- 
ſcended to appear on earth. We are now no longer 
left to the deceitful light of unaſſiſted reaſon, but 
are guided by the unerring directions of divine re- 


velation, The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 


a worſhippers 
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worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in 
truth. Our bleſſed Saviour teaches his diſciples to 


correct the dangerous abuſes, and abandon the nu- 
merous follies, which the ignorance and corrup- 
tion of human nature had introduced. He con- 
demns the hypocritical oſtentation of praying in the 
public ſtreets, to which the Jews were addicted, and 
commands them to avoid thoſe multiplied petitions 
which the heathen addreſſed to their imaginary dei- 
ties: he tells them that they are not to ſeek the 
aſſiſtance of God, or expreſs their gratitude for bleſ- 
| fings already received, by victims and oblations; much 
leſs are they, in imitation of the barbarous worſhip- 
pers of Moloch, to give the fruit of their bodies for 
the fin of their ſouls. He that made the heavens and 
the earth, and whom even the heaven of heavens 


cannot contain, delights not in the multitude of ſa- 
crifices, 3 in thouſands of rams, nor in ten thouſands of 
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nvers of oil. Purity of mind can alone procure acs 
teptance to the prayers of men; and obedience to the 
fuitable demonſtration of gratitude. Bring me no more 
vain oblations. Waſh ye; mate you clean; put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes, ſaith 'the Lord. 
Ceaſe to do evil; learn to do good; then draw nigh ta 
God, and God will draw nigh to you -In the room of 
a ſuperſtitious dread of an unknown power, our holy 
religion ſubſtitutes a reaſonable homage due to the 
greateſt and beſt of beings. The gratitude of a Chriſ- 
tian is not a tranſient glow of affection, excited by a 
recent inſtance of divine favour; but it is a permanent 


and a powerful principle, founded upon the deep 


ſenſe of obligation to the mercy-and goodneſs of our 
Almighty Creator. It is not limited to the acts and 
times of immediate worſhip, but ſettled into an habi- 
tual rule of conduct, and diſplaying itſelf by a ſtrict and 


Ex 1 E {1 | uniform 


E x5 1 
uniform attention to thoſe duties, which may render 
us moſt deſerving of his favour and protection. 
A concern for the proſperity of our country is 
perfectly compatible with khe ſpirit and doctrine of 
our holy religion, the characteriſtic of which is uni- 
verſal Benevolence; it is a duty that becomes us as we 
are men, and as we are chriſtians. We are exhorted 
by the apoſtle to pray and to give thanks for all men, 
eſpecially for kings, and thoſe that are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
| godlineſs and honeſty. Proy for the peace of. Jeruſalem, 
they ſhall profper that love thee. Peace be within thy 

| walls, and proſperity within thy palaces. In this coun- 
try, beyond any other, our religious and civil rights 
are ſo intimately connected together, that the regard 
for the happy eſtabliſhment of the moſt pure and re- 


Formed part of Chriſtianity, will not ſuffer us, even . 


in a religious view, to feel unconcerned in any event 
555 that 


E 
that. reſpects the temporal intereſts of 4 nation. In 
compliance therefore with the univerſal practice which 
prevailed among all nations of the world, of pub- 
hely expreſſing their gratitude for national bleſſings, 
and in conformity to the general principles and ten- 
dency of the goſpel, we are called upon this day, by 
the ſupreme. authority, to go into the honſe of the 
Lord, and return thanks for the peace of Jeruſalem. 
As calamities of the moſt dreadful nature are in- 
| ſeparable from a ſtate of war, the reſtoratio of peace 
muſt ever be conſidered as a public blefling, de- 
manding a public acknowledgment to the giver of 
every good gift. But, that we may be enabled to 
judge of the degree of God's mercy on the preſent 
vecaſion, if we advert to the peculiar circumſtances 
of our ſituation at the concluſion of the war; if ws 
recollect the number, and the power of ti enemies 
with whom we were engaged, and the. variety and 
diftance of thoſe places which we were under the 
| neceſſity 


1 rs 3: 
rieceffity- of defending by our fleets and our armies a 
if we reflect upon our total want of allies, and qur 
cCionfeſſed inability to ſupport, even for a ſhort time 
| longer, the unexampled expence of this complicated 


war ; and if, to theſe conſiderations, we add our own - 


internal diſtractions and diviſions, which impeded the 
moſt effectual application of thaſe few reſources 
which yet remained, and prevented a vigoraus exer- 
tion of that little force which we ſtill poſſeſſed; if, I 
fay, we take a general and impartial view of the ſtate 
of this country immediately before the ceflation of 
hoſtilities, both poſitively as to itſelf, and compara+ 

tively with reſpect to our enemies, we ſhall find 
ample reaſon to acknowledge, that we owe every 


hope and expectation which we may form of pro- 
ſperity in future, and perhaps, at this moment, the 
very exiſtence of the nation, to this favourable and 
timely interpoſition of Heaven. If the magnitude of 
. a from which we are reſcued be a juſt eſti- 


; 
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mate 


2 
mate of the value of the bleffing, our hearts indeed: 
ſhould overflow with gratitude—Nof unto us, O Lord. 
not unto us, but unto thy name be aſcribed the glory. 


*. 


2 Troven our exertions were of themſelves incom- 
petent to extricate this country from thoſe compli- 
cated difficulties in which it was involved, it is yet 
incumbent upon us to allow the. full proportion of 
praiſe. to thoſe human means which contributed to; 
this happy end. In addition to the deliverance. from 
the ordinary calamities of war, we ſhould. conſider, 
thoſe perſons, whoſe actions or counſels had any ſhare 
in the reſtoratiun of peace, as being the willing in- 
ſtruments in the hands of Providence to ſave us 
from the danger of public bankruptcy ; from all that 
conf uſion and diſtreſs which muſt neceſſarily attend 
ſo violent a convul ſion. This oppreſſed country 
already totters under the enormous weight of its 
public debt, and there 1s too much reaſon to appre- 
| hend 
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gn enemies; we n x look at ab fot the 

rc of real danger. External force, like an acute 

diſeaſe, though for a time it bears down all before 

it, may at length be reſiſted and checked by the 

vigour of nature ; but an internal principle of diſ- 

ſolution, which prevents the proper circulation and 
exhauſts the vital NINETY IP dm 
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Tins i rin nt a los for cn in guetion 
the juſtice of the origin of that war which. NAS | 
beginning of ſorrows, nor for enquizing / in 7 


eaſily to fall into Abbes ; as hh ſhall 
record them for the information and warning ef 
preſent and future ſtateſmen, But however men may 
differ now or hereafter in their ſentiments reſpect-· 
ing the cauſe and conduct of the war, they will all 
agree in deploring its diſaſtrous eonſequenees, which | 

are not confined to any particular deſcription of men. 
nor limited to the preſent times. "Whilſt, however, 
we feel and lament its ſevere and: univerſal effects, let 
us not ſuffer our minds to be dejected by theſe me- 
lanchely Heavy indeed have been our 


expences, extenſive beyond example has been our loſs. 
* 3 
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his; ws not aks, our national Hotour, 


1 ins former, ſplebder- Ler us 160k 
. 
us not hi ee n 
Proidenes, which has now giveh us the bleſſing of 


peace, as a rne e i 
_y will alliſt bur horleſt etdexvouts. Fd 
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4 AEO DOE that bur fituation is ttuly alarm- 
ig, but at the fame time I contend, that we ought 
not to deſpair; and I cannot avoid conſiderin g a 
enemies to their country, thoſe gloomy theoriſts who 
re ever aggravating our diſtreſſes, and repreſeriting 7 
+ rüln 8s inevitable hd immediate. If their opi- 
nlons Thoutd ever male a Seneral inpreſion” upon 
C2 the 


of Engliſhmen will never ſhrink from thoſe burden 
which are eſſential to the maintenance of public 
faith, and which the exigenries of the times ee 
It was neceſſary to call to our re collection 

ſtate of this country, ef y with reſpect to it 
Denne, in order 19. nes nn — 
extent of God's merey, now vouchſafed unto theſe 
kingdoms: and. if we have that. reliance upon hi 


goodneſs which becomes Chriſtians, we * not 
to doubt that the deliverance which his mercy has 
begun for us, his power will eee mike | 
ce, 
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. have; every rar, UPC 


for that purpoſe, humbly bewailed thoſe. national ſins 
which had provoked the yengeance of Heaven; and 
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| gation by « conſcientious 0 


the laſting protection and favour of the Almighty. 


Let us then, with ſincere and grateful hearts, adore 
| the goodneſs of God, who hath. reſcued us from im- 


: 4 pending rain] 3 let us ſanctify this day of out deli- 


verance by laying aſide all malice and hatred, that we 
may with one heart and one mind glorify God, who 


ec te che will of eur 
The wickedneſs of the nation 


drew down upon us the calamities of war, and a 
penitent return to our duty can alone ſecure to us 
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